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1 Summary
1. Cottenhamhas grown over recent years and nowedsimproved and extendedutdoor community facilities within easy reach of
the village centre yet with adequate car parkismasnot to exclude residents who live further afield in the villagevater parish or
are less mobileThisdocument outlines the reasoning fenhancements tolte Recreation Ground.

2 Situation

2. Cottenham currently has a population of approximately 6,400 amdctual freehold formal sports provision of 4.66 ha
supplementedoy 3.4 ha of leased land, magt which is used for sport. The Open Space Study conducted by SCDC in 2013, based on
a population of 6,200 used a 1.6 ha per 1,@opulationbenchmark for outdoor sport in the distri¢and now enshrined as policy
SC/8 in théProposed Submission LocaPPSLP)This implied a requirement for around 10 ha for Cottenhanplying ashortfall
of around 2 halt should be further noted that significant parts of these playing fields require improvements in line with
recommendations in the 2016ambridge & &ith Cambrideshire Disict Councik Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS).

3. In particular, Cottenham Parish Cour{€iPCinakes regular and costly interventions to improve drainage and other qualitative
improvements to improve existing facilities to enable themtope with increased usage and population grov@lottenham Parish
Council has, with partners including Football Foundation, Sport England, SCDC and local taxpayers, invested in extending and
improving sports facilities including leasing additioddl ha of sportsland from Cambridgeshire County Couig¢iCCn 2002,
adding a skatepark and new Sports Pavilion in 20dé,application of innovative drainage techniques to extend playing season on
difficult land near Les King Wood.

3 Complication s

4, The2h aK2NIFIff Aa asSd G2 AYyONBlIAS F2fft2¢6Ay3 GKS INIylGsAy3ad 2F |
population to around7,50Q implying a shorterm need for nearly 2 ha of land for outdoor sport around a5 ha shortfall.

5. Attempts to buy or lease a quantum of land adjacent to the recebtiyjt Sports Pavilion from the neighbouring landowner in 2016
and 2017 were rejected; that landowneiCambridgeshire County Coundilas subsequently made several attem($2876/16/0OL
and S/3551/17/0L}o develop the landor substantial amounts of housing on this key parcel of ld#ingermitted, these
developments would force consideration of an additional playing field elsewhere in the wiliigeonsiderable logistics and cost
implicaions.

4 Sustainability
6. { 2dz0 K / I YO NA R 3 Brépskd\ShldnissidyabSPEPByPiks several relevant policies:

Policy S/1: Vision

7. South Cambridgeshire will continue to be the best place to live, worlsamy in the country. Our distrietill demonstrate
impressive and sustainab&zonomic growth. Our residents will have a superb quality of life iexaeptionally beautiful, rural and
green environment.

8. The policy is supported by several paragraphs:
i.  PSLP 9.23 The NPPF addresses the iapaetthat access to open space has to the heatith wellbeing of a community. It

states that local authorities should set locallgrived standards for the provision of open space, sports and recreational
facilitiesafter they have assessed the quantitydaquality of what is available within their area

i. PSLP 9.32 Itis important that there is provision made for open space that meetsdifféenent needs of a community across
the age ranges from play areas for toddlevgranquil informal spaces withesiting for older people to enjoy. Such open space
will be designed carefully within a development so that the green spaces are ffiafpose and areas with potentially noisy
uses such as playing fields for team spariiénot cause disturbance and th& KA f RNBy Q& LJX & | NBl a | NB
so that they are a safe environment in which children can play.

Policy SC/9: Protection of Existing R ecreation Areas, Allotments and Community Orchards

9. Planning Permission will not be granted for proposatilting in the loss dand or buildings providing for recreational use or for the
loss of allotments ocommunity orchards except where:
a) They would be replaced by an area of equivalent or better quantitycuradity and in a suitable location; or

b) The poposed development includes provision of open space, or spmdsrecreation facilities of sufficient beniefo outweigh
the loss; or

c) An excess of provision in quantitative and qualitative terms is cléaryonstrated in all the functions played by tland or
buildings to bdost, taking into account potential future demand and in consultatieth local people and users.

10. The policy is supported by:
i.  PSLP 9.34 The NPPF states that existing open space, sports and recreational buildargs aradudinglaying fields, should be

protected from development.

Policy SC/8: Open Space Standards
11. The minimum standard for outdoor play space, informal open spaceabwitinents and community allotments is 3.2 hectares per
1,000 peoplecomprising:
a) Outdoor Sport 1.ha. per 1,000 people
b) Open Space 1.2 ha. per 1,000 people
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c) Allotments and community orchards 0.4 ha. per 1,000 people

12. Subject to the needs of the developmehe open space requirement widbnsist of:
a) C2NXYIf / KAftRNByQa tflFé& {LIFOS non KIFIPd LISNI mInnn LIS2LI S
b) Y F2NXYIFf / KAt RNByQa tftle {LIOS non KF® LISNI mInnn LIS2LX S
c) Informal Open Space 0.4 ha. per 1,000 people

13. And the related paragraph:
a) PSLP 9.33 New areas of allotments and community orchards form important communityaassare well used. The standard

stated n the policy is equivalent to 32 allotmenter 1,000 households.

Possible solutions

14. As part of the development of the Neighbourhood Plapasiderable amount of research was conducted dug@g5 and2016
into how the limitations of the existingite might be overcome bgxtension and further development
i.  More space contiguous with the existingitchesand close to the Sports Pavilion

ii.  Additional facilities, including a-8ourt floodlit MUGA and improved tennis courts
iii.  An additional pavilion to suppbrugbyand/or other sport

Criteria
15. Apart from required facilities, key location criteria include:
I.  proximity to theSports Pavilion and its changing facilities and other services
ii. locationnearthe village centre for easy walking distance for most village residents
iii.  site scale to provide secure parking facilities for those further afield in the parish or less mobile
iv.  potentialas a multipitch hub supporting a variety of outdoor sports
v. distance fom neighbouring residences to minimise noise disturbance
16./ 20 0SYKIY KFra 2yfeé ftAYAGSR a2dziR22NJ F2NXIFf ALRNIE FrOAtAGASE
i.  Cottenham Recreationr@und, including the King George V Playing Fercellent facilities, moderate fees but limited
availability and parking
ii.  CottenhamVillageQollege¢ goodfaciities but high fees and limits.
iii.  CottenhamPrimary Schod{ central,limited facilities andimited availabilitywith parking nearby at the Recreatiorr@nd
iv.  Cottenham Broad Lane Amenity Araad Retention Pond some potential buflood-prone andlimited scalewith almost no
parking
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7 Candidate sites
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Figure 1: Sites revieweth and i)as potentialexpansion sites for outdoor recreatiog see corresponding text for details

17. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan researstp & A (i S &

extensions to the Recreation Ground

h) Part of the Cottenham United Charities Allotmegthe Trust and allotment holders@reluctant to move from this location
which would, in any case, lweryclose to neighbouring residencasad restrict availability of allotments
Land between Rampthill Farm and the Cottenham United Charities Allotmgéeutsl owned by Cambridgeshire Gy Council
with strong aspirations to develop as housing.

)

0 & Rigure 11 gh@&enlarget in Kiglre Yere considereds possible

18. Neither site is within Parish Council control, creating additional complexity for a community investment.
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Figure2: Reasonable alternative locations foteighbourhood Plan policAF/6: Sports facilitiegextension of land)

19. The study concluded that no other sites in the villagee the potential to satisfy all the criteria.

8 AECOM Site Assessment

20. Both sites were considered suitable for consideratisreatensions to the Recreatiomdbind on the AECOM Site Assessment

conducted for Gttenham ParishCouncilin October 2017.

21. Only the Allotment site (X1 or GF/3) was considered suitable for housing in their report; the CCC site had previougchetdase

unsuitable for housing undehe SCDC SHLAA.
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9 Evaluation s
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Figure3: Thesite location off Rampton Road
22.¢KS aAusS tASa 2dziaARS o0dzu Of2asS U2 UKS SEAauAYy3d Nbcore Ry uAl

23.

24.

adjacent to the Recreation Ground.

Theland is owned by a single pubBector landowner and understood to be available for development, although the owner has its
26y F3ASYRIF Fa F GaLlSodzZ I 6APS RSGPSt 2LISNE @

The site is just beyond easy walking distance of the village centre via Rampton Road tradily be integrated with the

Recreation ground and connected by foot path to the adjacent Primary School.
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Figure4: The Allotmentssite

26.

27.
28.

29.

The site lies outside but adjacent to the existing residential framework, is mostly within easy walking distance of C@tanhatm2 NI >
and adjacent to the King George V Playing Field, part of the Recreation Ground.

Cottenham Charities manages the athents, provides almshouses and offers grants to residents in need.

Cottenham has over 8 hectares more than the average 0.4 hectares of allotment per 1,000 residentsRg€ig&tion & Open

Space Study 2013) and the land is welhnected to both the Mge and the Recreation Ground.
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10 Evidence of community consultation and support
30. In addition to many informal con$fations by email, social media or fateface, there have been four principal sources to the NP:
a) Vision Pan ¢ this parishwide survey in 2014, with 217 responses, focused on improvements to facilities:
0 57% wanted markedut walking routes of 1, 3 andrhiles
0 46% of respondents thought we needed a new or refurbished Village Hall
0 23% wanted additional facilities for small and stapt businesses
b) NP surve this parishwide survey in the winter of 2086 ¢ A G K dT1o0o NBalLl2yaSas e¢réngdobituedSaARSY
o Two findings relate to an improved or new Village Hall
A 79% thought we should improve welfare and day care facilities for the elderly anthtesike
A 68% thought we should improve leisure and recreation facilities
o One relates to provisionf a Nursery
A 44% thought we should Improve number and availability ofgeool places
c) Ballotc this parishwide ballot in late 2016with 453NB & LI2 y a Sa > (1 S a (i SRK SNIKESANR SyNI & (0 S ¢ &y S2oy A
Nursery is worth £1/week oneadh2 YS Q& / 2dzy OAf ¢ E¢ K
0 60.5% were in favour; some raising clarification questions or urging progress.
o 39.5% were against; many thinking the use of Council Tax was unfair or the Tax was too high
d) 7 issueg; this parishwide survey in late 2017, with 466 respét Sa X (GS&aGSR NBaARSy(iaQ @OASga 2yY
o Provision of an allveather, floodlit MulttUse Games Area at the Recreation Ground
A 47% were in favour and a furthdil%were more open to timing and location
o Proximity of the Nursery to the Primary School
A 71% were indvour and a further 17% had no preference

11  Planning implications

31. The Recreation Ground is at one end of the route served frequently by Citi8 buses although improved access and coisitel of on
car parking will also be necessary for residents lismmge distance from the site and beyond the range of more sustainable
walking, cycling or bus services.
32. TheRecreation ®und sites, including thsite of the existing Village Hall and adjacent Ladybirdsgl®olareti SOK Y A OF £ f & & A\
O 2 dzy G NB & bukshie the exisBng yilAge development framework and therefore in conflict with policy DP/7 in the adopted
Local Plan and policy S/7 in the emerging Local Plan. However, as can be seen §) figwiéeof the existing Village Hall and
Ladybird preschoolis adjacent to the existing village development framework afre@adyvirtually surrounded on three sides by
housing and the Primary School buildings. A further expansion of the Primary School is imiog#tar for recent planning
permissions on the souttvest side of Rampton Road.
33. It was concluded that a minor adjustment to the village development framework, mostly to embrace established buildings
including the Village Hall, Ladybird psehal andrecent extension to the fimary School would not encroach indceak open
countryside and involves no significant loss of recreation space yet would enable a considerable improvement to amenity withi
the village, including the enjoyment of spamd outdor recreation
34. /| 20GSYKIYQa SYSNHEHAY 3 bSK3RodzyR 2 2ReCitidrmElijhlyeBéndes Seielopnies
framework, outlined in blue on Figuge The extension is represents a minor adjustment of the framework, mostly tedecl
SaidlofAaKSR odzAf RAy3dad LG A& y2i NBIffte SEdghifcdtogsd 1 KS FNI YS¢
recreational spacewhile considerably enhancing amenity
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Figure5: Cottenham development framework (per Preubmission draft Neighbourhood Plag017)

12  Policies from Pre -submission draft Neighbourhood Plan

Policy AF/5: Sports facilities

Support "sport for all" by allocation of land and development of additional sports facilities at, and adjacent to,Rleereation
Ground, provided these create safer traffic movements by including appropriatesde parking facilities. The land would:
a) be contiguous with the existing Recreation Ground, especially near the Sports Pavilion, and
b) include provision for a Zourt floodlit MUGA* and, if feasible, a rugby football pitch, and
C) provide a road route through the site to Rampton Road
*MUGAC¢ Multi-Use Games Area, primarily a floodlitakather are suitable for competitive basketball and netball.

Policy BF/1: King George V Field & Recreation Ground

Support development of the King George V Field and Recreation Ground to provide community faclijasent to the Primary
Schoolwithin the development framework boundary as proposeldy the Neighbourhood Plan (although it currently falls
outside the boundary as set by the 2004 Local Plgmmarily intended to encourage wider participation in and enjoyment of
indoor and outdoor recreatioror, due to proximity of the Primary Schootp provide facilities for early years education analt-
of-schoolchild-care*, and an informal day centrefor the elderly* provided any development
a) retains outdoor spacesufficient to support at least one dedicated cricket square and regulat&ine associatiomootball
pitch, with ample additional space to support additional formal sports pitches and training areas, and
b) retains adequate changing and washing facilities to support participation in formal and informal sports, and
c) & dzLJLJ2 NIi & & & LJ2 NInhdind®a? andl dutildoréfacilitiés toleaitBugageParticipation irrespective of age,
disability or gender, and
d) retains and updates appropriate indoor community facilities to support a wide range of community activity including
meeting place for the elderlyand
e) supports safe chilecare and preschool education, and
f) appliesA YIF AAYyFGA DS YR 2NAIAYIE RSaiady
built environment and especially the buildings already ite, and
g) includes irirastructure for modern communicationstd¢y 2 f 2 3& (2 & yigektindifaciitiésSor smAINaBsinks
and community groups*™ , and
h) encourages pedestrian accesand
i) contributes to safer traffic movements by inclusion of appropriate @ite parking and site accessd ccordination
improvements
*Qut-of-school childcare¢ pre-school and posschool care for primary years children during tetime; alkday in vacations

7 ~

G2 SEGSYR |yR N|

ax

** Informal day centre for the elderlg supervised meeting place and hot meal for the elderly and less mobile

**+ Drop -in meeting facilities for small business and community grap@ps-KR2 O¢ NByYy Gt 2F aLl OS GgAGKAY

facilities such as ki, printing etc.

aKl



13

©COoNOO~WDE

References

NP Evidence E/£ottenhamRecreation Ground

Cottenham Neighbourhood Plan

Planning Evidence paper E/1:
Planning Evidence paper E/2:
Planning Evidence paper E/3:
Planning Evidence paper E/4:
Planning Evidence paper E/5:
Planning Evidence paper E/6:
Planning Evidence paper E/7:
Planning Evidence paper E/8:
. Planning Evidence paper E/9:
. AECOM Heritage& Character assessment
. AECOM Housing needs assessment
. AECOM Sites assessment

Housing need and supply

Brownfield sites

Rural exception sites and Community Land Trust
Recreation Ground

Village Hall

Nursery

Medical Centre

Heritage & Character

Visidims & Objectives



NP Evidence E/£ottenhamRecreation Ground

Appendix 1: Implications of County Council planning application S/3551/17/0OL
1. An early suggested layout for S/3551/17/OL implied a considemtténsion to sports provision was possible and all but ignored
the proposed location for a Primary School extension which would take several hectares of sports space away.
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Figure 6:Front page of Design & Access Statement accompanying Cambridggstrelzy G & / 2 dzy OAf Qa LI F yy Ay 3

2. This layout morphed during consideration of the application, with houses proposed adjacent to Les King Wood being netocated i

space adjacent to the Sports Pavilion.

3 The current County Council proposal (Flguretd ca) has evolved from
V1 forfeited 2hafrom¥CA St R odzi O2YLISyal (SR 6A0GK &a2YS dqadAadlofsS &LINIE ¢

pitch) .
V2forfeited 2hafrom&$ CA St R odzi O2 WnBIB8z &t 6 6B & A KIi é@ S E LidgrianalEAFA avipilch)d S
V3 appears not to forfeit'3Field space but shuts out expansion potential (hashed blue lines)

S/3551/17/0L v1
1 Retains
existing scale
1 Better if full
3" Field
retained
91 Better squared
out along NW
1 CPS expansiol
presumed

Figure7a: Extract fromCounty applicationS/3551/17/OL& | & & dzowiHpitcheS Bvérlaid by CPC
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