
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA REPORTS PACK 

 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 
 



Item 17/252. 

 

 
DRAFT Full Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

Meeting held in the Village Hall, Lambs Lane, Cottenham on Tuesday 3rd October 2017 at 7.15pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Morris (Chair), Bolitho, Collier, Collinson, Hodson, Mudd, Ward, Wilson, the Clerk, Asst Clerk, 
RFO and SCDC Cllr Simon Edwards. 
In attendance: 1 member of the public 

  

17/227. Chairman’s Introduction and Apologies for absence – Apologies accepted from Cllrs McCarthy 
(work), Smith (work) and Wotherspoon (personal). 

17/228. To accept Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – i. To receive disclosures of pecuniary & other 

interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.  ii. To receive written requests for dispensation. 

iii. To grant requests for dispensation as appropriate.  (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).  None 
given.  Ian Stuchbury (CUFC rep) arrived at 7.19pm. 

17/229. Minutes - Resolution that the minutes of the meeting of the Full Council meeting held on the 5th 
September 2017 be signed as a correct record.  RESOLVED.  Cllr Graves arrived at 7.20pm. 

17/230. Public participation – Standing Orders suspended 7.21pm.  Ian Stuchbury, Chair of CUFC, spoke 
re. item 17/234.  The Club has previously approached CPC re. funding for mobile goal posts; 
these will aid training, pitch wear etc.  They have supplied quotes and a business case and this 
has been discussed by CALF.  Cllr Dewey arrived at 7.22pm.  Although a steel set of posts would 
be cheaper, they’re also heavier, making them less practical for the Colts therefore CUFC are 
proposing a single set of aluminium posts.  The Council has previously resolved to purchase 2 
sets of steel posts.  The posts will be kept chained and padlocked when not in use - CUFC and 
the Colts will assume responsibility for looking after them.  Cambs FA won’t provide funding 
unless the existing goals are dangerous and CUFC are currently looking at a grant from FECA and 
SCDC.  Cllr Nicholas arrived at 7.27pm.  Standing Orders reinstated 7.27pm.   

17/231. Reports 
▪ SCDC – Beech Road black bin collection missed on Friday; RFO confirmed that it had now been 

collected.  SCDC Cllr Edwards mentioned that from 11th December the paper caddy’s will be 
redundant however if any are retained by the refuse collectors before then residents will need 
to inform SCDC.  

▪ CCC – Cllr Mudd asked what the next step regarding the transport investigation will be.  Cllr 
Morris stated that Histon weren’t aware prior to the meeting of the proposed layout changes.  
Additionally the A10 won’t become a dual carriageway however it has been identified that 
there isn’t sufficient capacity at the Milton and Girton interchanges so some improvement 
works will be required. 

▪ Clerk – Lawsons Circus have been billed for damage to the Green following recent event.  There 
were also issues relating to the use of an illegal standpipe; CALF to consider water 
arrangements going forward.  Wooden Bollard on Lambs Lane requires repair again – Asst clerk 
to report.  Bluebell event went well at the weekend; both Tony Fry and Ray Baldry attended and 
were delighted at how good the field looked.  Cllr Mudd queried the status of the Rampton 
Road hedge; the allotment hedge will be trimmed shortly.  Asst Clerk confirmed that the County 
Farms hedge issue is in hand.  

▪ Major developments – The report shared the possible S106 figures from the major 
developments.  Payments won’t get triggered until building has started.  NB: noted that there 
are 28 categories of affordable housing. 

▪ Update on Highways projects – Cllr Mudd queried the N02 tubes.  Cllr Ward stated that 
previously the levels were considered high for a village but not above healthy levels.  The 4 



tubes will be located between the Church and Green in the same locations as used for the 
previous monitoring.  NB: Cllr Morris has particulates monitor which can be used if required. 

17/234. Mobile Goalpost specification – Resolution to improve the specification of posts to be purchased 
under resolution 17/186 (same budget amount) to include a chain/padlock.  RESOLVED.  Ian 
Stuchbury left at 7.41pm. 

17/232. CiLCA qualification – Consider Clerk and RFO undertaking CiLCA qualification at a cost of £250 each 
for registration plus an allocation of additional hours and attendance of up to 6 training modules @ 
£70 each per person – Cllr Morris outlined the context.  If at least one member of staff is qualified 
and 2/3rd of Councillors are elected to office then we will gain a general power of competence.  
Will require additional hours.  Cllr Ward commented that it was a very large undertaking and 
shows dedication to CPC.  Suggestion that we review progress with the HR team quarterly.  The 
qualification is similar to an NVQ level 3, will be marked by an external assessor and lasts forever so 
no renewal is necessary.  Resolution for Clerk and RFO undertake CiLCA qualification at a total cost 
of £500 for registration plus an allocation of additional hours and attendance of up to 6 training 
modules at £70 each per person.  RESOLVED. 

17/233. Reference books – Resolution to purchase of reference books necessary for CiLCA course – Charles 
Arnold Baker (£73.60 – SLCC member rate) and The Parish Councillors Guide (£25).  RESOLVED. 

17/235. Land purchase and preparation – Consider authorising a £15,000+VAT project to purchase and 
bring into use land adjacent to the Recreation ground to improve corner visibility (from OS reserve) 
– Cllr Morris outlined background.  Owners are amenable to selling and we have had an 
independent valuation done.  Would need to fence off and level the ground etc.  The additional 
space, as well as improving visibility, will also give us the opportunity to use LPG for the Village Hall 
rather than installing mains gas which would cost approx. £10k.  Discussions regarding overage 
clause.  The access road is a separate issue.  Resolution to authorise a £15,000+VAT project to 
purchase and bring into use land adjacent to the Recreation Ground to improve corner visibility 
(from OS reserve).  RESOLVED. 

17/236. BGW Tree works – Resolution to accept quote from Atlas Treeworks for works to 4x pines, 1x ash, 
1x birch at a cost of £280 + VAT.  RESOLVED.  NB: Cllr Collier declared an interest and took no part 
in the vote. 

17/237. Neighbourhood Plan – Consider appointing Ann Skipper as planning consultant to the NP Working 
Party for a fee not to exceed £5,000+VAT – Cllr Morris outlined the need for additional professional 
help to get the plan to regulation 14 stage.  No grants are available.  Don’t know why the freelance 
planning inspector provided by SCDC now wasn’t available.  SCDC Cllr Edwards trying to find out.  
Resolution to appoint Ann Skipper as planning consultant to the NP Working Party for a fee not to 
exceed £5,000 + VAT.  RESOLVED. 

17/238. Rubbish bins – Consider quotes for additional rubbish bins (up to 5) as required for Rec Ground 
and other areas of the village at cost not to exceed £900+VAT – Clerk outlined.  It was suggested 
that any bin on the 3rd field should be post mounted which will be more fox proof.  Cllr Ward said 
that Sustainable Cottenham were already looking at ways of encouraging more recycling in the 
village.  It was noted that as part of the Village Hall planning application we have to have a better 
waste management plan in place for the Rec.  Resolution for Clerk & Groundsman to purchase 
additional rubbish bins as required for the Rec Ground and other areas of the village at a cost not 
to exceed £900 + VAT.  RESOLVED. 

17/239. Village Hall – Consider appointing architects to prepare documentation and apply for a pre-
application report on a smaller Village Hall, cost not to exceed £5,000 +VAT (from CF reserve) – Cllr 
Morris outlined the background.  Have met with County Highways and they won’t object if the 
situation doesn’t change i.e. we don’t increase the size of the car park.  Met the traffic consultant 
and they have suggested a reinforced grass area which can be used as an overflow car park when 
necessary.  Some discussion as to where the access gate would be.  Need to work with CPS on how 
we discourage car usage.  Need to provide a traffic plan and event management plan; both would 
form part of a condition relating to the planning application.  Cllr Collier suggested a ‘kiss and drop’ 
(one-way system with drop off point).  By having a separate nursery, reducing the size of the 
building and resolving the traffic issues will remove the previous objections (drainage report had 
previously been submitted).  Business plan needs revising to remove the nursery capital cost and 



revenue; the business plan isn’t a material consideration.  Revenue of the Village Hall shouldn’t be 
significantly reduced and we also now know what the developer contributions will be towards the 
capital expenditure.  In the future we may need to consider subsidising use as per the sports 
facilities. Cllr Collinson queried the open countryside issue; the pre-app should confirm the status.  
It is proposed that the new building will be less than 1000sqm, compared to the previous 1300sqm.  
We have been assured by the Planning Department that the main stumbling block to the previous 
application was the inclusion of the nursery.  The pre-app should guide us as to what will be 
acceptable.  Resolution to appoint Wilby & Burnett to prepare documentation and apply for a pre-
application report on a smaller Village Hall, cost not to exceed £5,000 +VAT (from CF reserve).  
RESOLVED. 

17/240. Nursery – Consider appointing architects to prepare documentation and apply for a pre-application 
report on a stand-alone Early Years Nursery, cost not to exceed £3,000 +VAT (from CF reserve) – 
Similar story to the Village Hall but the recent planning approvals have put more demand on 
provision.  The developer S106 contributions (approx. £540k) would pay for most of the capital 
cost of the building of a standalone nursery.  As part of the application we have to look at other 
potential sites in the village against a set of criteria.  There is now no argument that we don’t need 
a nursery.  We may also need to look at capacity again; the proposed 50 place nursery may not be 
big enough given future growth.  One advantage of a standalone building is the potential to 
extend.  Cllr Ward mentioned that there is a question relating to the nursery in the NP mini 
consultation.  Resolution to appoint Wilby & Burnett to prepare documentation and apply for a 
pre-application report on a stand-alone Early Years Nursery, cost not to exceed £3,000 +VAT (from 
CF reserve).  RESOLVED. 

17/241. Groundsman – Consider authorising Cllr Morris and the Clerk to agree scope of Groundsman 
contract from start of January 2018 to end December 2020, following FLAC recommendation of 
overall fee – Cllr Morris apologised that the numbers in the reports pack were incorrect - missed 
£2k for Moat, so the total should be £38k.  It was agreed that the work provided was good quality 
and value.  If the contract is for longer than 12 months then it should be index linked.  Cllr Ward 
queried whether we could build in recycling of rubbish.  Morris said that the complication is that 
his trailer can only carry one type of rubbish.  Ward suggested use of different coloured bags for 
the different types of rubbish and it was agreed that this could be built in, in the future.  NB: waste 
management must be considered as part of VH planning application.  Resolution to increase 
Groundsman contract, from start of January 2018 to end of December 2010, to £38K + VAT + CPI 
Indexing – Contract to be re-assessed 6 months before 3 year expiry. RESOLVED.  It was noted that 
at some point there may be a change to the contract which would incur legal fees. 

 17/242. Cottenham Feast – Consider display materials and manning of stall for event on 15th October – 
Clerk to circulate rota and list of display items 

17/243. Cambridgeshire Parish Council Conference – Resolution that Cllrs Dewey, Morris and Wilson 
attend Parish Council Conference on 17th November.  RESOLVED. 

17/244. Finance 

Income Description Net Gross   

Cambridge Kids Club Invoice payment £         873.92 £      1,048.70   

Debbie Prince Invoice payment £           14.00 £           16.80   

William Prideaux-
Brune Invoice payment £           98.00 £         117.60   

Jane Williams Invoice payment £           34.50 £           41.40   

Day Centre Invoice payment £         150.00 £         180.00   

Skatepark Annual invoice payment £         100.00 £         120.00   

HMRC VAT payment   -   £      1,780.35   

SCDC Precept (50%) £ 162,144.50 £ 162,144.50   

    £ 163,414.92 £ 165,449.35   

          

Expenses over £500         



Beneficiary Description  Net   Gross  code 

Salaries Salary costs for October 17 £      3,622.63 £      3,622.63   

HMRC Tax and NI for September 17 (month 6) £         706.23 £         706.23   

Connections Bus  
12 visits by the Connections Bus to 
Cottenham £      1,235.00 £      1,235.00 943 

Essex Chambers 
Settling detailed statement of Facts and 
Grounds £      5,000.00 £      6,000.00 944 

AJ King Extra work re Cricket Squares £         325.00  £         390.00 951 

AJ King Extra work re Tenison Manor Ditch £         150.00  £         180.00 952 

AJ King Monthly contract cost £      2,536.24  £      3,043.48  970 

Alan Mappledoram For fitting and wiring cabinet on green £      1,148.19  £      1,377.82 960 

Matta Products 
To supply & install safety Matta to slide in 
play area £      3,739.00  £      4,486.80 968 

Arthur Peacock Vertidraining of 2 pitches on 2nd field at Rec £         560.00 £         672.00 969 

    £   19,022.29 £   21,713.96   

          

Expenses under £500 Description  Net   Gross  code 

Legal and General Pension costs for October 17 (DD)       

Debbie Seabright Expenses re sim card at the Pavilion £             8.31 £              9.97  945 

Debbie Seabright Mileage costs for Peterborough Conference £           25.20  £           25.20  946 

Debbie Seabright 2 x realms of paper £             4.98 £              5.98  947 

PHS Group 
Annual duty of care re Sanitary waste at 
Village Hall £           73.40  £           88.08  948 

Green and Purple  Monthly support for RFO £           50.00  £           60.00  949 

PHS Group 3 sanitary disposal 12/10/17 - 11/10/18  £         673.53  £         808.24  950 

Business Consultancy 
Services Payroll Processing for August 17 £           28.00  £           33.60  953 

Sam McManners Phone top-up £             5.00  £              5.00  954 

Sam McManners McAfee renewal £           74.99  £           89.99  955 

Start Traffic Road signs £         379.35  £         497.22  956 

Fen Edge Plumbing & 
Heating Replacement ballvalve on expansion tank £           39.00  £           39.00  957 

SSE Southern Electric Electricity bill for the Pavilion £         260.86  £         313.03  958 

CSA 
Cleaning materials & toilet rolls for the Village 
Hall £         107.59  £         129.12  959 

Cambridge Web 
Solutions Updates to website booking form £           35.00  £           35.00  961 

Debbie Seabright Expenses re annual charge for dropbox £           79.99  £           79.99  962 

Cambs County Council 
Highways and Transport pre-application 
advice £         275.00  £         330.00  963 

Sam McManners 
Stationery & Biscuits for Traffic & Transport 
mtg £             4.69  £              4.69  

964/ 
965 

Jo Brook Expenses re HP Land Registry searches £             6.00  £              6.00  966 

Harlequin Woodcraft 
for Glass fronted notice board for Coolidge 
Garden £         475.00  £         570.00  967 

Cottenham Primary 
School Advert for school magazine £           50.00  £           50.00   971 

    £     2,655.89 £      3,180.11   

Pension figures of £34.56 added.  Resolution to pay these invoices.  RESOLVED. 
17/245. Management accounts – to review the monthly management accounts – Noted. 
17/246. Bank reconciliation – to review monthly bank reconciliation – Noted. 
17/247. Matters for consideration at the next meeting – Post box; external audit. 



17/248. Dates of next meetings – Planning 5th Oct, Standards 11th Oct, CALF 17th Oct, Planning 19th Oct, 
FLAC 23rd Oct, Full 7th Nov 

17/249. Close of Meeting – 8.58pm. 
 
 
 
 

 Signed _____________________________ (Chair)  Date_______________________ 

 
 

  



Item 17/254. - Reports 
 
South Cambridgeshire District Council Report October 2017 

 
To follow 
 
Simon Edwards    Lynda Harford    Tim Wotherspoon  
cllr.edwards@scambs.gov.uk  cllr.harford@scambs.gov.uk  cllr.wotherspoon@scambs.gov.uk  
07711 079089    01954 251775/07889 131022  01954 252108  
Follow us on Twitter:  
@Cllr_S_Edwards   @2whit2whoo    @TimTheMan1 
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County Councillor’s report for Cottenham, Rampton & Willingham October 2017 
 
Flooding:  Ten years since the floods that knocked out Gloucester, flooding still has the second highest score 
on the National Risk Register (after pandemic influenza).  The government is committed to making 300,000 
homes better protected against flooding by 2021, and the Environment Agency is making this a priority now 
that half the time has passed. 
 
There are 73 bodies engaged with flood risk management in Cambridgeshire, and the county council is the 
lead local flood authority.  Flood risk management has been a key focus of local authority involvement in the 
A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme.  The fundamental requirement is no increase in flood 
risk to people or property, while seeking betterment wherever possible.  The Highways England scheme 
crosses eight watercourses, including Oakington Brook and Beck Brook.  The alignment of both has been 
altered slightly.  Eleven drainage schemes have been required, and ten have been signed off.  The only one 
that hasn’t is Beck Brook (which becomes Cottenham Lode before joining the Old West branch of the Great 
Ouse).  The issue relates to floodplain compensation areas, where land is lowered to substitute for raising 
ground levels elsewhere in the functional floodplain. 
 
Emergency works by JBA Bentley costing L100,000 are planned for November to change the wire ropes at 
Brownshill Staunch.  To undertake these works safely, temporary stoplogs will be installed from waterborne 
plant to maintain the upstream water level and enable access to the gates. 
 
JBA Bentley are also currently planning Phase 4 of the patch piling programme on the South Level.  This will 
focus predominantly on Environment Agency flood defences on the Cam and Old West rivers.  The works will 
repair approximately 1380m of damaged sheet piling to protect the flood embankments from erosion.  This 
phase of works will commence in November and is expected to cost L720,000. 
 
Cambridgeshire Music gave us a presentation at Shire Hall of the life-changing work that they are doing.  Art 
therapy has been practised for centuries, and the benefits, especially of performing, not least in boosting 
confidence, facilitating exercise, honing coordination between senses and movement, enhancing social skills 
and so on, are well established. 
 
Conservators of the River Cam  I sit as an Observer on this navigation authority.  It has recently undergone a 
complete change of staff.  One matter of great concern at the latest meeting was the spread of floating 
pennywort, a flourishing invasive species.  Introduced to the UK in the 1980s by the aquatic nursery trade, this 
fleshy-stemmed plant uses its roots to interweave a floating mat of lush foliage.  It grows very rapidly in late 
summer – up to 20cm per day – and is responsible for swamping waterways, crowding out native plants and 
taking oxygen from fish and insects.  Like Japanese knotweed, it also has the ability to grow from miniscule 
fragments, making its removal difficult and expensive.  I’m attempting to bring landowners, councils, the 
Environment Agency and others together, perhaps to support a carefully controlled volunteer effort some 
time between May and October. 
 
Community Land Trust  There is a magnificent example just across the district border on the way to Wicken, 
where the Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust is undertaking a high-quality development, 
capturing land value uplift for community benefit and providing houses for local people on local incomes.  I 
am trying to arrange a visit for anyone interested, as we pursue this option in Cottenham and elsewhere in 
South Cambridgeshire. 
 
County Council  On Tuesday 17 October the average age of people in the Council Chamber plummeted as 
mothers and babies were admitted after the audio-visual link failed to reach a room along the corridor.  I 
found it utterly delightful for our debate on children’s centre services to be accompanied by a background of 
shrieks and gurgles (and these were not from the other county councillors). 
 



I need no convincing that a sure start early in life is an essential ingredient in securing a successful transition 
to becoming a fulfilled and settled citizen.  On 28 September the Sutton Trust (a foundation which seeks to 
improve social mobility in the UK through evidence-based programmes, research and policy advocacy) 
published “Closing gaps early”, a review of the effectiveness of its work (along with others) in bringing this 
into being.  Disadvantaged children are being targeted from the age of just two years.  See 
https://www.suttontrust.com/research-paper/closing-gaps-early/  
 
Nicky Shepherd presented a petition, and spoke very effectively about her own gratitude for the support that 
she had received from the very start of her own motherhood. 
 
Opposition to changes in children’s centre services seemed centred on Cambridge.  Almost all those 
representing rural divisions welcomed the changes, which shift attention towards delivering support for 
children and parents to where the greatest demand is.  We call this moving the money to the front line. 
 
As I have mentioned previously, children’s centre services in Cottenham will continue to be operated by 
outreach from the Histon Early Years Centre.  We can also look forward to the new child and family zone in 
the community facilities at the Pathfinder Primary School building on phase 1 of Northstowe, which should be 
opening in January. 
 
That debate took almost four hours.  The rest of the agenda after lunch was numbingly tedious. 
 
The Combined Authority met on 25 October 2017.  During negotiation of the devolution deal the constituent 
councils committed to doubling the size of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough economy over the next 25 
years, adding nearly £20bn of Gross Value Added.  This target can only be met if the ceiling on new homes and 
new jobs, with related investments, is significantly raised. 
 
Cambridgeshire is home to ten market towns (or areas of similar size): Chatteris, Huntingdon, Littleport, 
March, Ramsey, Soham, St Ives, St Neots, Whittlesey, Wisbech, and the City of Ely.  The meeting received 
initial findings of the St Neots masterplan work and endorsed taking the project forward through the St Neots 
Masterplan Partnership. 
 
A budget of £4.53m, comprising £3.53m in 17/18 and £1.0m in 18/19, was allocated to the rolling programme 
of priority transport and infrastructure schemes.  Funding approvals had already been given (in place of the 
Greater Cambridge Greater Peterborough Enterprise Partnership, which is going through a bit of a turbulent 
patch) for the Independent Economic Commission and Opportunity Peterborough, to ensure important 
priority objectives could be met pending clarification of the LEP’s future. 
 
The rest of the meeting was taken up with standard budgeting and forward planning matters. 
 
My first six months have now passed, and I hope the parish council feels that it has an active and engaged 
county councillor, even if we don’t always agree with each other. 
 
Tim Wotherspoon 
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CLERKS REPORT – October 2017 
Anything in bold is new or an update.  
 
Highways 

• Rooks St - HCVs ignoring advisory signs 4/4 - AC emailed David Lines for advice/suggestions – awaiting 

response. Emailed 12/5 CCC Cllr Wotherspoon. New HO has advised this would need to be covered under 

an LHI bid or similar – he only covers repairs. HO suggests implementing a weight limit. 

• Rooks Street - Cllr Morris and Asst Clerk met with Highways Officer (HO) on 17th Oct 2017 - several 

areas of footpath and road were marked out for urgent repairs, road works completed 24th October, 

pathway repairs will be a while longer (up to 12 weeks).  He's also going to enquire as to whether we 

can get the pavements slurry sealed (a homogenous mixture of emulsified asphalt, water, well-graded 

fine aggregate and mineral filler that is used to fill small surface cracks and provide a thin covering on 

the existing pavement). Concrete bollard at the entrance to Fitzwilliam House broken – replacement 

ordered. 

• Gullies – Asst Clerk inspected gullies along the High St, Denmark Rd, Telegraph St, The Green, Lambs Lane 

and Rampton Rd during torrential rain and reported problem areas to HO. Gully works are programmed 

in Cottenham but ADC (contractor) are currently inundated due to requests throughout South Cambs 

area, so the usual 4-6 week wait is turning more into a 8-12 week wait for gully cleansing. HO to push on 

these and try and move them up if possible.  

• Wilkin Walk (High St end) – overgrown laurel and brambles, lightly trimmed, nettles cleared, cuttings left 

in situ. Visited as part of village walk with HO. Some areas identified for cutting back. HO has advised 

that County are responsible for up to path edges only (normally up to a concrete border) - any 

verges/vegetation are the residents' responsibility, however, upon checking CCCs map it says CCC are 

responsible for the Wilkin Walk bit – HO to check with searches team. 

• Leopold Walk (Pathway to High St) – overgrown trees/shrubs, blocking light. Works undertaken 27th Oct 

2017 (to rear boundary of 315 High St). Bulb replaced in street lamp 19th Oct 2017. 

• Beach Road – HO and CCC Cllr Wotherspoon visited 24th August 2017. Road is under guarantee and the 

contractor has indicated that they will be taking responsibility for remedial works. It is their intention to 

carry out “Hydroblast Texturing” and patching, TTRO applied for road closure, date of works TBC.  At the 

County Highways Open Day on 16th Oct 2017, Martin Gowler (Network Management Officer) advised 

that they are aiming to complete works during Nov/Dec – dependant on surface temperature, 

equipment, and workmen availability.  

• Rampton Rd/County Farms Hedge – reported 7/7/17 obscuring speed warning sign. 12/7/17 HO trimmed 

area immediately around the sign and has asked County Farms to request tenant gives the hedge a trim 

early next month after the end of the bird nesting season.  HEDGE HAS BEEN CUT ALONGSIDE 

ALLOTMENTS, NETTLES AND BROKEN FOOT/CYCLEPATH SIGN REPORTED TO COUNTY 

• Clerk, CCC Cllr Wotherspoon and James Broder (new HO) conducted walkabout on 24th August. Various 

issues discussed and highlighted. Some immediate areas of work identified outside CVC (pavement), on 

Lambs Lane (near CPS), Victory Way junction and High St (near zebra crossing). Various white lines noted 

for reinstatement. Clerk passed on photos taken around the wider village. Noted that no sign on the top 

right side of Denmark Rd; CCC Wotherspoon to follow up. HO and Cllr Wotherspoon also visited Beach 

Road and Engine Drove.  

• Coolidge Gardens – back on 2017/18 schedule for resurfacing.  

• Speed Bump at Wooden House - removed 31st Oct – 1st Nov 

• Blocked gully outside 243 High St - works ordered, to be completed by end of Sept. COMPLETED 

• Lambs Lane - HO hoping to get patched next financial year, during a school holiday (aiming for 

Whitsun) - school zig zags will get repainted then (not quite at 70% faded at the moment).   

• Junction of Ellis Close/Rampton Rd - Cambridge Water to rectify 'split' in road following on from their 

emergency water main repairs carried out in July. COMPLETED 



• Junction of Victory Way/Lambs Lane - potholes and flooding issues raised with HO, awaiting response. 

Planning to install 1/2 gullies in front of bus shelter which should solve problem, date of works TBC  

• Large pothole reported on Tower Close and marked for repair. COMPLETED 

• Cottenham Court Signs that appeared at the beginning August, are temporary and can be in place for 

up to 3 months - PCs are not consulted when permission is sought. 

 

Village Hall 

• Hydroboil is broken.  Contractors has been called to look at it but they have said that the Item is 
beyond repair.  Kettle has been purchased. 

• Clerk obtaining quote for painting of anti-climb paint. 

• Heating oil ordered 16/10/17. 
 

Recreation ground 

• The FA sign has been damaged. 

• Quotes being obtained for remedial works in playground following RoSPA inspection – painting of 
benches.  May now need to wait until the spring. 

• Hedging plant behind 70 Lambs Lane has died, causing gap in the hedge.  Need to decide how to 
rectify.  Residents have requested herras fencing either side as an interim. 

• Repair works to slide mound completed w/e 22nd Sept.  Cllrs Mudd & Nicholas have inspected.  
Positive reaction from parents. 

• Repair works to roundabout surfacing and multi-swing surfacing have been completed. 

• Couple of instances of people sleeping rough (one appears to be a one-off).  Has been reported to 
SCDC Cllr Harford. 

• Vertidraining to 3 smaller pitches on 3rd field ordered. 

• Issues with graffiti on skatepark being monitored. 

• 3 rubbish bins have been badly damaged and require replacement.  Clerk liaising with Groundsman 
regarding requirements for up to 5 new bins. 

• Mobile goalposts have been ordered.  FLAC to sign off invoice 23rd October. 

• Groundsman has actioned clearance of slide steps as per Inspection Report. 

• Mobile goalposts due for delivery 3rd November. 
 

Misc admin 

• October Issues log distributed separately – see appendix for summary. NB: big increase in issues this 
month. 

• Les King Wood – Tree guards still require removal.   

• Issues to noise nuisance from ice cream van reported to EH.  EH now following up but struggling to 
find details of the van using the registration number. 

• Treeworks required on the Village Green – removal of remaining deadwood plus additional work 
required to a chestnut and maple.   

• Red Cross Emergency First Aid course – takers so far are: Day Centre, Bowls Club, Rugby Club. May 
want to consider opening up more widely. 

• Quotes for repairs to war memorial being sought. 

• Residents in BGW are liaising directly with Brian Heffernan (County) re. maintenance to the ditch on 
the estate and TDS regarding maintenance of vegetation etc.  Some confusion with Taylor Wimpey as 
to what part of the treebelt they own.  They have only been maintaining a very small section at the 
College end behind 3 houses at the College end.  TW don’t believe they own the treebelt/hedge 
adjacent to the ditch from near Sovereign Way up to Beach Road, this appears to differ from our own 
records.  TW would like to know whether the Council wish to take over the 600mm strip.  May have a 
resolution regarding the ditch clearance.  Brian Heffernan was onsite 1st Sept and is liaising with 
landowners.  He is prepared to act as go between with TW and CPC.  Meeting took place on 13th 
October.  To be followed up. 



• Post box on Twentypence Road has been missing since approx. March/April. Still chasing Royal Mail 
for replacement since June and have lodged a complaint re. slowness of response.  Further chase up 
revealed that the incident still hadn’t gone to the correct person however it now appears that a new 
box has been ordered and may be in situ in the next month. 

• Treeworks to weeping ash on The Pond have been ordered and application is with SCDC (will be 
revised by our Planning Committee on 9th Nov). 

• Treeworks on BGW have been ordered  and are scheduled for 17th Nov. 

• Carols – Tree and reindeer ordered. BBQ, bar, sound, lighting and brass band booked.  3 stall 
bookings.  Will start to formally advertise at the Feast. 

• Ditch clearance adjacent to Bullfinch Way ordered. Groundsman has flailed however only a small 
section borders our land, with the rest belonging to the building plot on the High Street.  Rowan tree 
growing in ditch and requires removal. 

• Some treeworks needed to section alongside Bullfinch Way with several trees showing signs of decay.  
One severely rotted branch and dead trunk to be removed to groundsman asap.  NB: none of the 
trees are of good quality, being tall and spindly due to overcrowding. 

• Babysitting course being run at CVC is fully booked (with a waiting list). Interest shown in second 
course being run in January 2018.  Waiting further information from organiser. 

• Village Green damaged by Lawson’s Circus when leaving (rained heavily the previous night). 
Groundsman to advise how to repair but may need to wait until the spring. Monies now received and 
once the cheque has been cashed the bond will be returned. CALF have updated the hire agreement 
re. water arrangements. 

• Cllrs Dewey, Morris & Wilson booked to attend local council conference on 17th November. 

• Quotes being obtained for repair works to the noticeboards on the Pond and Village Green. 

• FECA and village newsletter articles sumitted. 
 

Correspondence 

• Email received from Tony Fry re. bluebell planting/bench dedication 
 
Facebook 

• 856 likes/883 follows.   
  



Major developments  
 
Bellway have submitted their Reserved Matters application S/3615/17/RM (outline was S/1952/15/OL). 
Gladman – no change on S/2413/17/OL – s.106 signed/permission granted – awaiting RM application. 
Persimmon – no change on S/1606/16/OL – s.106 not yet signed. 
County Council – S/3551/17/OL pending consideration by SCDC; no news on appeal of S/2876.16/OL. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan  
 
Several activities now informing next iteration of the draft plan: 

• Good response to “7 issues” survey 

• Deep review of the draft by a freelance NP Examiner 

• Housing Needs Assessment 
Meeting being sought with SCDC to agree possible programme to Referendum 
 

Update on Highways projects  
 
Remembrance Parade – 27th Oct 2017 letters delivered to businesses affected by road closures, notices 

displayed around village and on Facebook, emergency services and bus operator notified. 

 

Traffic and Transport Strategy Working Group  

 

MVAS (Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs) - Waiting for permission from Balfour Betty to mount a sign on the 

lamppost outside B&C Motors, on the High St for a 2-week trial – sign will be aimed southwards and will 

collect data from both directions of traffic and will flash/warn if speed limit exceeded by vehicles travelling 

north. 

 

Responses received following FB post 13th Sept 2017 - “Are you happy with the current state of traffic and 

public transport in Cottenham? Did you respond to the Cottenham Parish Council’s consultation on the 

Neighbourhood Plan with comments about traffic and transport? Are you now wondering what is happening 

on that front?  A working group of Cottenham residents has got together to explore ways of tackling the 

concerns about traffic and public transport provision that were raised during the consultation. The next 

meeting is on Thursday 14th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall – please do come along and air your 

views. Or email Sam on cottenhamtraffic@gmail.com for more information.”   

(1,100 people reached) 

 

FB comment:  Sounds positive. Something needs to be done about the volume of traffic through the village 

doesn't it.  Thanks for letting us know 

 

Email responses received: 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC IN COTTENHAM  There is only one solution really, we need a by-pass 

around the village.  If the new developments currently proposed go ahead Cottenham will be so overloaded 

with traffic, there will not be a better solution and we have to be proactive not wait until the problem is here. 

 

Lorries!!  Unfortunately I can't make tonight's meeting but wanted to register my serious concerns re the 

heavy traffic situation.  We live on the High Street & have noticed a significant increase in the amount of very 

heavy vehicles travelling through. Apart from all the aggregate lorries, there are so many more tankers & 

massive transport lorries coming past.  We no longer need an alarm clock as we're woken by the house 

shaking & we sleep at the back! I fear for the integrity of the buildings along the High Street & it is most 



definitely getting worse.  Please would you send me any details from the meeting & let me know of any that 

may be planned in the future. 

 

Cycle lane High Street I would like to speak with someone regarding cycle lanes in Cottenham High Street. I 

have spoken with highways agency and they have told me it is a parish council or local councillors to deal with 

it. 

 

Public transport concerns I've got three things to raise: 

1. There is no way to get to the rail stations by public transport - to get to Waterbeach or Cambridge North is 

a car journey 

2. The buses that there are a far too expensive - it's actually cheaper to travel into the city by car when there 

are two people travelling which is daft and perpetuates the problem of traffic in the city 

3. The new route to the M11 post the changes will put loads of traffic through Histon or on to the A10 as the 

old Oakington route will disappear. How will this be managed? 

 

Traffic solution  As regards issues with Cottenham traffic problems - there really is only one solution needed 

and that is the By-pass that was put forward a few years ago.  This is now most definitely overdue! 

 

It has taken me well over an hour to just leave the village in previous years when there were traffic lights in 

operation at the memorial.  My son now has the same problem going to work too with or without hazzards in 

place. 

 

As for exiting my road (Lambs Lane) at either end of the day during peak traffic time - absolutely horrendous!! 

 

The list continues with accidents and closures on the A10 and A14.  Back to back traffic jams through the 

village from diverted vehicles. 

 

All the above will only continue to increase with all the surrounding new developments.  Better to head the 

increasing problem off with a By-pass now and not allow the usual 'closing the stable door' scenario. 

 

Responses to article in Oct/Nov Cottenham Newsletter: 

 

Buses - Hi just seen your article in the newsletter just thought I could feedback.  Our daughter is in the 2nd 

year at long road.  The buses are stupid it takes her 1 hour 45 minutes each day x 2.  After arguing with Andy 

Campbell we got the student ticket back but he won't cover holidays, he did put another guided bus on when 

we said the buses we too full so he put one on a couple of minutes after at Oakington.  I did suggest that one 

of the early buses in the morning went straight to the guided bus at Histon as they take nearly 45 minutes 

going round the village but Andy wouldn't do it.  Adele hates her daily trips to college and always tries to get 

me to take her to Oakington as then only takes her 40 minutes but of course because we have purchased a 

ticket from Cottenham I try not to.  Don't know if any of this is useful or will find useful.  Thankyou Alison   I 

did go to Andy boss in Lincoln when he was being a pain and also was ready to source our own bus just to go 

to long road and hills which of course he didn't like as it could have just gone up the m11.  Maybe Cottenham 

needs a bus just to go to the guided bus? 

 

Speedwatch - Hello I live on the High St in a house that occasionally shakes - so I'm happy to get involved! 

 

Traffic on High St -  We are living in Cottenham on High Street.  I was really glad to read your article on the 

Cottenham Newsletter. 

It starts with a question 'Are you happy with the current state of traffic?' which I could but read as rhetorical. 



The traffic is unbearable, we have both bedrooms facing High Street and at 4 am in the morning there are 

already the first aggressive drivers.  

High Street has become an escape route for those wanting to avoid A10 and travel from villages such as 

Wilburton to Cambridge every morning and evening.  

Not to mention the increased number of motorbikes speeding up until late at night.  

Since there is a plan to develop more than 300 houses, so we will face massive construction works, why aren't 

there plans for an additional main road that could run parallel to the village and might leave the access to the 

High Street to its residents? 

As for the public transport, it leaves so much to be desired. One cannot take a bus in 2017 in one of the most 

technologically advanced areas of England and spend 50 minutes on a bus for a distance that should be just 

20-30 minutes and pay such an expensive ticket!  

At the moment we are not even able to cycle or go by bus to the new North Station that we are lucky to have 

and it is so close!  

 

Feast 16th Oct 

3 more residents signed up, total members now at 38. 

 

Measurement of NO2 levels on High St – Cllr Ward has funded 4x NO2 detection tubes to see whether the 

levels of NO2 (related to the amount of traffic) has increased since the levels were last measured in 2012.  

Installed 30th September and will be in situ for 4 weeks. 

 

 

High Street Postbox update – Cllr Collinson 
 

Heidi Allen’s office has been working with the Petitions Office to try and cement the wording for the petition 
as it has had to change significantly to fit the Parliamentary template in order to present it on the floor of the 
House of Commons.  Revised wording has been suggested and now waiting for next steps.  



17/256. External audit 

 

 



  



17/257. SLCC Branch meeting   
 
Half day meeting in Sutton on 8th December which will include data protection training. Cost £10 members 
and £20 non-members. 
 

17/258. Town & Parish Council Development Plan Consultation  
 

 

Over the last year, organisations and representatives from county, district and town and parish councils 
have been working together to devise a development plan for the local council sector (the first tier of 
local government). This plan is the first of its kind in Cambridgeshire and acts as a starting point for the 
sharing of ideas, ambitions and aspirations for Cambridgeshire’s local council sector. 
  
A copy of the draft Cambridgeshire Local Council Development Plan 2017 – 2021 is attached/can be 
downloaded here. Please submit your comments by Friday 10th November. 
  
We now wish to consult with councillors, clerks and others on how well the plan and the actions 
identified will help support the development of the sector over the next 5 years. All comments will be 
gratefully received and will be used to inform a final version of the plan. Please visit 
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/planconsultation/ to access a feedback form to submit your 
comments to us. 
  
The Development Plan will be launched at the Cambridgeshire Parish Council Conference on Friday 17 
November 2017. If you wish to attend the conference and have not yet booked, you can register at: 
http://bit.ly/2x339VL 
  
We would be grateful if clerks can circulate this email to all councillors in their parish so they might give 
their views too. 
  
On behalf of the Stakeholder Group, we look forward to receiving your views and hope to see you at the 
Conference in November. 
  
Best wishes 
  
Kirsten  

 

 

17/260. Office Christmas opening hours 
 
In previous years we have always remained open between Christmas and New Year however it appears that 
all of the other local parishes follow SCDC and close during this period (staff take it as annual leave but check 
emails periodically).  This year there is only one working day (Friday 29th December).   
 

  

https://cambsacre.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5988bd88e6eb31206fd931be7&id=7363aa9989&e=1754ae9939
https://cambsacre.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5988bd88e6eb31206fd931be7&id=518d160f53&e=1754ae9939
https://cambsacre.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5988bd88e6eb31206fd931be7&id=56dcd07125&e=1754ae9939


17/261. Highways signage 
 

 
17/262. Tenison Manor Tree belt 
 
Work is to complete the “restoration” of the Tree Belt so it can be maintained within our Groundsman 
contract 

• Quotations were sought from six possible contractors 

• Two compliant quotations were offered: 
o Lowther (contractor on phase 2)     at £2,075 + VAT 
o Acorn Environmental                         at £2,500 + VAT 

• Proposal to accept the Lowther tender at £2,075 +VAT 
 

  



17/263. Consultation on potential sale of land behind Orchard Close  
 
I have received a request from the owner of 8 The Rowells, Cottenham asking to purchase the area of land 
currently under ownership of South Cambridgeshire District Council but held on licence a different resident. I 
have attached a plan.  
  
Would it be possible to consult the Parish on this sale, the potential purchaser would like to use the land to 
grow more fruit and veg, if the application was to be successful SCDC would tie the lands down with 
covenants etc to prevent building.  
 
If you would be able to let me know the outcome of the consultation as soon as possible that would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Many thanks, 
Liam Flatters, Land & Contracts Surveyor, SCDC 
 

 
 

17/264. Battle’s Over: Remembrance Event 2018 
 
We have now received an updated Guide regarding four elements relating to ‘Battle’s Over' on 11th 
November 2018. 
 
6.00am - Battle’s Over - Sleep in peace, now the battle’s over 
The sound of 1,000 bagpipes will fill the air before dawn has broken on 11th November 2018. In cities and 
towns throughout the land individual pipers will play Battle’s O’er - a traditional air played by pipers after a 
battle. Heralding the start of the day’s commemorations, they will play the haunting tune outside churches 
and cathedrals, in market squares and muddy fields, on hilltops and high streets, in valleys and village greens 
throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, and at scores of locations overseas, 



including Australia, Canada, the USA, Germany, South Africa, France, Spain, Denmark, Israel and Somalia to 
name but a few. 
A lone piper will play Battle’s O’er in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior at Westminster Abbey, 
London, with others undertaking a similar performance in front of cathedrals in the UK. At the same time, 
pipers everywhere will be playing the same tune in their local communities. 
Following the playing of this piece of music at the Merchant Navy Associations National Memorial, Trinity 
Square Gardens, Tower Hill, London, at 6am, through to 7pm, when a WWI Beacon of Light will be lit, the 
15,000 names of those brave Merchant Navy Seamen who lost their lives during this dreadful war will be read 
out by a range of people from all over the United Kingdom, in remembrance of the sacrifices made. 
We anticipate that this unique tribute, organised in association with the Glasgow-based College of Piping, will 
start the centenary media coverage on television and radio, and will provide some of the day’s most moving 
and atmospheric sights and sounds, so if you wish to encourage a local Piper to participate by playing Battle’s 
O’er at a location of their choice (excluding Cathedral’s), please ask them to register asap, 
 
6.55pm Battle’s Over - The Last Post 

In association with the Air Training Corps, Army Cadet Force, Sea Cadet Force and the Light Infantry Buglers 

Association, the Last Post will be played at many of the 1,000 WWI Beacon sites throughout the United 

Kingdom, involving young people and others paying their personal tribute to those that gave their lives during 

World War I. 

 

7.00pm Battle’s Over - WWI Beacons of Light 

Later that day, after darkness has fallen, more than 1,000 Beacons of Light will be lit throughout the United 

Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories. 

This is a commemoration inspired by a comment made on 3rd August 1914 by Britain’s Foreign Minister, Sir 

Edward Grey. He was looking out of his office window at dusk as gas lights were being lit along London’s Mall 

when he remarked to a friend, “The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our 

lifetime.” 

Our country was about to be plunged into the darkness of the First World War, and it would be four long years 

before Britain and Europe would again experience the light of peace. 

In remembrance of the end of the war and the millions who were killed or came home dreadfully wounded, 

Beacons of Light will be lit around the country at 7pm on 11th November 2018. 

The event will also commemorate the huge army of men and women on the home front who, often in 

dangerous and exhausting conditions, underpinned the war effort - keeping the wheels of industry turning and 

bringing home the harvests. The beacons will symbolise the light of hope that emerged from the darkness of 

war. 

Councils, organisations and individuals taking part will be able to immediately download the official Battle’s 

Over logo free of charge by going to www.brunopeek.co.uk and similar for the special certificate from 30th 

November 2018 by going to the same website as a permanent reminder of their involvement in this tribute. 

We have four worthy and appropriate charities associated with this event, representing the Royal Navy, Army, 

Royal Air Force, and Merchant Navy. Please feel free to make donations direct to one or more of them. You 

may also wish to consider staging a public collection for them around the lighting of your beacon. 

 

7.05pm Battle’s Over - Ringing out for peace! 

As beacons blaze around the country, bells in 1,000 churches and cathedrals will ring out in celebration of the 

end of the First World War. Many people in Britain live within hearing of church bells, which call congregations 

to prayer and mark special occasions. But the sound of mighty bells, some of which are hundreds of years old, 

also provides a stirring soundtrack to historic events. 

The ringing of bells to celebrate the end of the Great War is being organised in association with the Central 

Council of Church Bell Ringers, the representative body for groups who ring bells in the English tradition with 

rope and wheel. It was founded in 1891 and represents 65 affiliated societies of local ringers from all over the 

British Isles and many other countries from Australasia to North America to Africa. 



The stirring sound of church and cathedral bells will provide a fitting conclusion to a day of contemplation, 

commemoration and, ultimately, celebration as our country and other nations reflect on events a century ago 

on the battlefields of Europe and at home in our factories and farms. 

 

With regard to Battle’s Over - Ringing out for peace, we would be delighted if you would approach your local 

Cathedral/Minster/Churches encouraging them to take part by ringing their bells at 7.05pm to help us achieve 

the sound of thousands of bells ringing across our nation that night. Our overall aim is to have 1000 

Cathedrals/Minsters/Churches involved, so would be extremely grateful if you would approach them as soon 

as possible, asking those wishing to take part, to email us the following information by no later than the 31ST 

OCTOBER 2018. 

 

Bruno Peek, Pageantmaster 

 

We now need to consider getting a working party together (suggest bringing in various village organisations) 

to put on a suitable event(s) in Cottenham.  Need to set a budget accordingly.  NB: regarding the beacon 

lighting we can re-use the previous beacon and don’t have to purchase a new one. 

 

17/265. S/3551/17/OL planning application S106 meeting(s) 
 

• SCDC has a legal obligation to work with any developer to find ways in which a planning application can be 
made “acceptable in planning terms”. 

• Given the complexity of the Recreation ground reconfiguration proposed by CCC as part of their proposed 
development and to facilitate extension of the Primary School, SCDC Officers have requested a 3-way 
meeting to ensure that any proposed s.106 obligations or conditions are acceptable to CPC should the 
application be approved. 

• Our emerging draft Neighbourhood Plan needs constructive consultation with CCC to secure: 
o Adequate contiguous provision of formal sports space at the Recreation Ground 
o More than the contractual 6-month notice on the “land-swap” to facilitate School expansion 
o Preferred land for the extension of the burial grounds 
o Possible availability of land for the Community Land Trust to secure affordable homes 

• Although contentious, it appears highly desirable that CPC participates in such a 3-way meeting 

• Proposal to agree participation in such a 3-way meeting within two weeks 
o The meeting would probably be day-time in Cambourne 
o The meeting should be recorded by our Clerk so a public record can be made available. 
o Cottenham Parish Councillors (probably from NP/Developments group) to include … 

 

 
 
 

  



17/268. Bank reconciliation  
 
Council’s Bank Accounts were reconciled to our Sage system and are in order. 
 
In summary: 

£792,619.56 Cash at Bank (as of the 30th September 2017) 

 - £21,464.76 Creditors 

 + £6340 Debtors  

£777,494.80 Net balance on bank reconciliation 

 
+ VAT owed £5957 
Minus: £2000 Accruals 
+ Salary Control Account £546 
Minus: £706 PAYE 
Net assets: £781,291.80 
 
Creditors 

• AJ King £4633.48 

• Arthur Peacock and Son Ltd £672 

• British Gas £790.36 

• BCS £33.60 

• Cambridge Web Solutions £35 

• Connections Bus Project £1235 

• Cottenham Primary School £50 

• CSA £129.12 

• Debbie Seabright £120.15 

• Design on Metal (All Saints Grant) £4800 

• Fen Edge Plumbing and Heating £39 

• Green and Purple £60 

• Harlequin Woodcraft £570 

• Jo Brook £6 

• Matta Products £4486.80 

• PHS Group £896.32 

• PKF Littlejohn £1141.20 

• Sam McManners £9.69 

• Staples £155.82 

• Start Traffic £497.22 

• Wilby and Burnett £1104 
TOTAL £21,464,76 

 
Debtors 

• Baby Clinic £124.20 

• CUSSC £3120 

• Cottenham Day Centre £10 

• Debbie Prince £8.40 

• Feel Good Fitness £50.40 

• Jane Williams £82.80 

• Jo Brook £36 

• Thurstons - £244.20 (OVERDUE) 

• Ploughing Society - £90 

• SCDC £2574 
                TOTAL £6340  



Appendix 1: Issues log 
 
45 issues were reported to us by residents during October: 
 

Date Issue Further details Follow up 

02/10/2017 
Deadly 
nightshade 

Plant seen outside 38a Lambs Lane (on school 
route). Concerns about kids eating the berries Not a controlled plant 

03/10/2017 TTRO's 
Wanted to find out how to get a Temporary 
traffic regulation order 

Directed to info on County 
Council website 

03/10/2017 Post box 

Would like a postbox situated on Orchard Close 
for the elderly residents - too far to walk to the 
Green or Lambs Lane. 

Advised that Royal Mail won't 
put an additional box in since 
they are within (just) 500m of 
existing boxes 

04/10/2017 Dog fouling 
Large amount of dog poo on Rampton Road near 
flower stall Has been sprayed pink. 

05/10/2017 Trees 
Branch from the Tree of Heaven (BGW) has fallen 
off in high winds. Groundsman to remove 

05/10/2017 Enforcement 

Brick from unstable wall fell and hit 5 year old on 
the head, causing injury. Not the first account of 
this wall causing injury to a child. 

Advised to contact Enforcement 
Officer 

07/10/2017 Fly tipping Mattress dumped on Broad Lane Reported to Envirocrime team 

07/10/2017 Balancing Pond Bench has been broken/pulled from mounting Reported to Persimmon 

09/10/2017 Lode Railings on the bridge are loose Asst Clerk has reported 

09/10/2017 Lode Lode requires clearing 
Reported to Environment 
Agency 

10/10/2017 Rooks Street 
Mother injured due to fall caused by pothole. 
Second time this has happened. 

Reported to County Highways + 
CCC Cllr Wotherspoon. 
Highways to do inspection 

11/10/2017 Rooks Street 
Poor pavement and Road surfaces causing 
problems with wheelchair and mobility scooter 

Reported to County Highways + 
CCC Cllr Wotherspoon. 
Highways to do inspection 

12/10/2017 Bus fares 

Wants to find out what is being done traffic 
routes for students into Cambridge easier. Bus 
fares are over twice the cost of train from 
Waterbeach 

Referred to Cllr Wotherspoon - 
heading up bus review 

12/10/2017 NO canisters Spotted silver canisters around the village Referred to police 

13/10/2017 Histon cyclepath 

Wants to know who is responsible for clearing 
the accumulated gravel, glass and general 
rubbish on it (puncture hazards), and clearing the 
vegetation growing over the cat eyes Asst Clerk passed to SCDC 

13/10/2017 
Durman Stearn 
flyer 

Where are the location of the Broad Lane sites 
mentioned in the flyer received from DS? 

References given from the 
Neighbourhood Plan 

15/10/2017 
Overgrown 
vegetation 

Trees on Leopold Walk pathway are overgrown 
and need cutting back 

Application has been submitted 
for pollarding 

15/10/2017 
Overgrown 
vegetation 

Hedge outside xx High Street is overgrown and 
encroaching onto the pavement 

Asst Clerk to send letter to 
householder 

15/10/2017 
Broken street 
light 

Street light on Leopold Walk has broken. 
Reported but not yet fixed Asst Clerk to follow up 

15/10/2017 Tenison Manor 

Children are playing on the road with scooters/go 
karts and there have been several near misses 
with cars. Whilst not against kids playing outside, 
doesn't want any more play equipment in this 
area. Referred to PCSO 

16/10/2017 Persimmon 
Wanted to know where the Persimmon 
development site is Shown copy of plans 



18/10/2017 Denmark Road 
Cars are still parking carelessly which is causing 
obstructions for large farm vehicles. Asst Clerk to respond 

19/10/2017 Coolidge Gardens 
Would like something doing about potholes on 
Coolidge Gardens. 

Asst Clerk to respond - due to 
be resurfaced. 

19/10/2017 Missing cat 

Cat found in Houghton that has a last registered 
address in Cottenham. Trying to trace owner. Has 
already spoken to Village Vet and cat currently at 
Wood Green. 

Names not on electoral roll at 
that address. Not known by 
current neighbour. 

19/10/2017 
Twentypence Rd 
closure 

Where did times for road closure come from; 
under impression that it would be closed for the 
duration of the works. Info came from TTRO 

19/10/2017 Telegraph Street 
Vehicle is deliberately blocking his car parking 
space. 

If vehicle is causing an 
obstruction this needs to be 
notified to the police. Currently 
the double yellow line project is 
on hold pending further info. 

19/10/2017 Rooks Street 

When is something going to be done to stop the 
irresponsible (and illegal) parking at the junction 
of Corbett Street and Rooks Street? The Highway 
Code does stipulate no parking within 10 metres 
of a road junction. Son, who is a mature & 
experienced road cyclist, was nearly knocked off 
his cycle last weekend because a car wishing to 
turn out of Corbett Street into Rooks Street was 
on the wrong side of the road because of stupid 
parking. Cars have no alternative but to be 
wrongly positioned. Let's hope something 
happens before an actual accident occurs, 
perhaps to a child. Is it time to speed up the 
Highways Committee's actions on this and other 
parking problems Asst Clerk to respond 

21/10/2017 Allotments 
Has been locked in the allotments and can't get 
vehicle out 

Cllr Mudd provided code for 
padlock 

21/10/2017 High St phone box Top hinge is broken and door is permanently ajar 
Groundsman to look in first 
instance. 

21/10/2017 
Twentypence Rd 
postbox 

Postbox has been missing for some time; will it 
be replaced? 

Royal Mail has been chased 
since May. Should be in situ in 
November. 

21/10/2017 Malary Issues with noise and smells 
Referred to Environmental 
Health 

23/10/2017 
Coolidge Gardens 
pumping station 

Anglian Water want to replace the wall bordering 
property with the fence. Wants to find out who 
owns the wall and what permissions are needed. Referred to SCDC planning dept 

23/10/2017 Tenison Manor 

Children are throwing scooters into the road in 
front of cars. Had to stop vehicle to avoid hitting 
it whilst the child just stood in the road Referred to PCSO 

23/10/2017 Tenison Manor 
Witnessed child throwing scooter into the road in 
front of cars. Referred to PCSO 

23/10/2017 Victory Way 

Pavements on Victory Way. Rides mobility 
scooters and nearly came off due to dropped 
kerb.  The drops are too steep. Referred to Asst Clerk 

26/10/2017 Garden purchase 
Wanted to enquire how to buy land at end of 
garden which is currently on licence from SCDC. Referred to SCDC 

27/10/2017 Rooks Street 

Six tractors came down Rooks Street this 
morning - one of the drivers got people to move 
their cars in order for them to navigate the 
road.  Would like red signage that includes 
picture of a lorry with a cross through. Asst Clerk to investigate 



30/10/2017 Woodlark Drive 
Car number plates were stolen last night from 
vehicle parked on driveway Resident has reported to police 

30/10/2017 Woodlark Drive 
Car number plates were stolen last night from 
vehicle parked on driveway Resident has reported to police 

31/10/2017 
Twentypence Rd 
closure 

Not aware of road closure for 31/10 and 1/11. 
Will they be able to get through for the 
afternoon school run to Smithy Fen. 

Checked with Highways Officer 
and the school bus will be let 
through 

31/10/2017 
Twentypence Rd 
closure 

Request for clarification of the road closure times 
and whether that end of the village will be 
completely blocked off. 

Responded that road will be 
closed to all vehicles between 
9.30am and 3.30pm. 

31/10/2017 Fly tipping 
Long term issue of fly tipping on the Fen. Wants 
District Cllrs to do more to resolve the situation. 

Agenda item tabled for 
planning meeting on 9th Nov 

31/10/2017 Harlestones Road Black Vauxhall car in layby with no number plates 

Resident confirmed the plates 
had been stolen the night 
before 

31/10/2017 Denmark Road Blocked gully Reported to CCC 

31/10/2017 Denmark Road 
Mud on road following recent Cambs Water 
repairs Reported to CCC 

 


