AGENDA REPORTS PACK
PLANNING COMMITTEE
7th MAY 2015

Item 15P/068.

To: Members of Cottenham Parish Council
Minutes of the Planning Meeting
Held in the Village Hall, Lambs Lane, Cottenham on Thursday 23rd April 2015 at 7.30
Present: Cllrs Mudd (Chair), Berenger, Heydon, McCarthy, Morris, Nicholas, SCDC Harford and Clerk
In attendance: 2 guest speakers (Alison Talkington and Kathryn Hawkes) and 1 member of the public
15P/056. Chairman’s Introduction and Apologies – apologies accepted from Cllrs Bolitho (work), Collier
(Trustee meeting), Collinson (meeting) , Leeks (holiday), Young (work)
15P/057. Alison Talkington (Senior Planning Policy Officer, SCDC) and Kathryn Hawkes (Development
Officer, SCDC) – to outline why we might (or might not) consider developing a Neighbourhood
Plan for Cottenham. Alison, who is also involved with the Local Plan, outlined what a NP is and
what it can and can’t do. The NP would become part of the statutory framework for the area.
The Parish Council prepares the document but it requires the involvement of the local
community, especially since you have to hold a referendum at the end of the process as to
whether to adopt or not. SCDC will assist and advise with the process.
Kathryn then outlined the key stages. The first point is to decide as a community whether or not
we want to do it and she advocated a consultation approach. The whole process takes a good
18-24 months to get to the final referendum stage. It is possible we may want to consider
joining up with a neighbouring area. Suggested piggy backing on a village event to find out what
people love/hate about the village. The drafting/examination is a long process and we need to
be clear what the village wants first before moving forward. NB: a parish plan doesn’t hold as
much weight in planning terms (it’s for anything that isn’t land related) but some items
suggested by residents might be more suitable to put into a revised parish plan. The average
cost of putting an NP together is £12-13k but grants are available up to £8k. The setting up of a
CLT was mentioned and Alison stated that they hadn’t been used in South Cambs yet.
Stage 1: get neighbourhood area designated. Form needs completing and approving. We would
need to do some consultation before completing and this will need documenting.
Stage 2: prepare the plan – consult (submit draft), changes, examination, referendum. The
referendum is a formal poll run and paid for by SCDC. Would need a majority of one and there
is no minimum number of voters required. Average turnout is 30% with an 80% yes vote. Will
send copy of web links and service level agreement. Alison and Kathryn were thanked for their
input.
15P/058. Any Questions from the Public or Press – Standing orders to be suspended – none.
15P/059. To accept Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – i. To receive disclosures of pecuniary
& non-pecuniary interests from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting. ii.
To receive written requests for dispensation. iii. To grant requests for dispensation as
appropriate. Cllr Mudd declared a non-pecuniary interest in S/0900/15/OL. Cllr Richards
declared a non-pecuniary interest in S/0383/14/FL.
15P/060. Minutes – Resolution that the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 9th April be signed
as a correct record. RESOLVED.
15P/061. Planning Applications for consideration
 S/0440/15/FL – Replacement building for MOT test centre (AMENDMENT), Smiths Path,
Cottenham. This application has already been approved by SCDC.
 S/0900/15/OL – Erection of detached dwelling and garage with access, 31 Histon Road,
Cottenham. Cllr Nicholas queried why reserved matters hadn’t been submitted rather than
a new application. CPC recommends approval. APPROVED.
Decisions made by SCDC

Approvals

S/0441/15/FL – Installation of amateur radio antenna mast, 1 Woodlark Drive, Cottenham.

S/0383/14/FL – Single storey porch, office and bay window to front, 41 Dunstal Field,
Cottenham.
Treeworks

16 Eastlands Close, Cottenham – removal of sycamore tree. Approve subject to SCDC Trees
Officer comments.

10 Telegraph Street, Cottenham – young Eucalyptus – reduce height by 6ft and remove 1
side branch to balance. Approve subject to SCDC Trees Officer comments.
15P/062. Planning consultation – to consider response to consultation regarding proposed 3rd revision of
the Local Validation List for applications for planning permission. Defer to next meeting.
15P/063. Date of next meeting – 7th May in Parish Office
15P/064. Close of meeting – 8.40pm.

Signed _____________________________ (Chair) Date_______________________

Item 15P/069.
Planning Applications for consideration
 S/0738/15/FL – Single storey extension to form a garage, hot tub room and hobbies studio, 30
Telegraph Street, Cottenham
 S/0758/15/FL – Change of use to vehicle repair workshop (no body repair or paint), Unit E2,
Brookfields Business Park, Twentypence Road, Cottenham
 S/1029/15/FL – Two storey and single storey rear extension and new front porch, 27 Lambs Lane,
Cottenham
 S/0993/15/FL – Replacement and enlargement of existing rear dormer window and construction of
rear timber framed balcony, 62 Rampton Road, Cottenham
Decisions made by SCDC
Approvals
 S/0440/15/FL – Replacement Building for MOT Testing Facility, Smiths Path, Cottenham
 S/2470/13/FL – Erection of detached 3 bedroom dwelling, driveway and double garage, 2 Denmark
Road, Cottenham

Item 15P/062. Planning consultation
Proposed 3rd revision of the Local Validation List for applications for planning permission
Local planning authorities are required to review their existing local validation lists at least every two years.
Local validation lists set out what information should be submitted in support of a planning application to
enable the planning authority to validate and register it and consultees and other interested parties
understand and assess the proposal.
Our original 2008 local validation list was comprehensively reviewed in 2010 and subject to minor updates
in April 2012 to reflect the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework. It was reviewed again
in 2013. We have recently reconsidered the list and the accompanying guidance documents and are
proposing limited changes to them. We would like the views of all participants in the planning process;
applicants and their agents, statutory consultees, parish councils and individual members of the public. The
consultation period will run for 6 weeks from 15 April until 27 May 2015.
The documents on which we are seeking views are the Local Validation List dated June 2013, the
accompanying document Guidance for applicants and their agents on the Local Validation List (June 2013)
and other supporting documents which can be accessed via the County Council’s website at:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20099/planning_and_development/234/planning/3
The short report on the following pages sets out how we propose to change the Local Validation List and
the supporting guidance documents. Comments on the proposed revisions should be sent to: County
Planning, Minerals and Waste, Box No SH1315, Shire Hall, Cambridge, CB3 0AP or by e-mail to
planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk by 27 May 2015.

Report to accompany consultation on 3rd review of Cambridgeshire County Council’s Local
Validation List
1.0

BACKGROUND

1.1

Since 6 April 2008 the validity of planning applications received by this authority (except
those for mineral development) has been informed by the County Council’s Local
Validation List (LVL). The LVL sets out what information, over and above the national
requirements, is necessary to accompany planning applications submitted to
Cambridgeshire County Council.

1.2

The County Council supported the Government's proposal that local planning authorities
(LPAs) review their existing local lists in accordance with the policy principles set out in a
consultation paper and that where revision is necessary, the revised local list be published
on the LPA’s website by the end of December 2010. Our revised LVL was published in
December 2010 and updated in April 2012 to reflect the changes to national planning
policy arising from the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). In
response to a consultation in 2012 the County Council supported the Government’s
proposal that LVLs should be reviewed at least every two years.

1.3

A statutory instrument came into force on 31 January 2013 the effect of which is that for a
LVL to carry any weight it must have been published within 2 years before the planning
application is made. This applies to applications made on or after 31 July 2013. For this
reason we reviewed our LVL in 2013. The requirement to review the LVL every 2 years has
been carried forward in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management
Procedure) (England) Order 2015 so we are undertaking a 3rd review.

1.4

The key purpose of stipulating what a planning application must comprise is to ensure that
LPAs have up front the information that is essential for a sound, timely and robust decision.
It also means that statutory consultees and other third parties who look at and comment
on applications can see clearly for what permission is being sought, and what the impacts
(both positive and negative) are likely to be.

1.5

The key issue is that the right information must be available, at an appropriate time, to
support good decision-making. The NPPF suggests applicants discuss information
requirements with the LPA and key consultees early on. The 2013 changes supported this
approach: they removed nationally-imposed requirements that are not needed for every
application, allowing space for local agreement on what is needed.

2.0

THE 2015 REVIEW

2.1

Where the LPA considers that changes to its LVL are necessary the proposals should be
issued to the local community, including applicants and agents, for consultation.

2.2

The proposed changes to the LVL have been informed by:
 changes in Government guidance and planning policy, notably the introduction of the
Planning Practice Guidance Suite;
 the current development plan; and
 the experience of officers in its use over the past two years including anecdotal feedback
from applicants, agents and consultees.
The rationale is to strike a balance between securing the information that is needed to
determine the application and making the LVL as concise and non-daunting for applicants
as possible. In reality, most applications only need be supported by a few of the items on
the LVL and this should be agreed with the planning case officer at the pre-application
stage.
2.3

It is proposed to add the following items to the current LVL:
Surface water drainage strategy – Paragraph 103 of the NPPF states that “When
determining planning applications, local planning authorities should ensure flood risk is not
increased elsewhere …” Surface water drainage systems on all new development need to
take this into account. In a Written Ministerial Statement (18 December 2014) the
Secretary of State made it known that the Government expects “local planning policies and
decisions on planning applications relating to major development ……… to ensure that
sustainable drainage systems for the management of run-off are put in place, unless
demonstrated to be inappropriate” and for “avoidance of doubt this statement should be
read in conjunction with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework.”
The NPPF states that a Flood Risk Assessment (which typically includes or makes reference
to a surface water drainage strategy) should be provided for development in Flood Zones 2
and 3 or where the development site is greater than 1 ha in Flood Zone 1. The Ministerial
Statement means that information on surface water drainage (the level of detail being
relevant to the type of development and application) will also be needed for major
development on sites that are less than 1 ha in Flood Zone 1 to enable decisions to be
made on the suitability of the proposed drainage systems.
We are working with colleagues in the County Council’s Flood and Water Team to provide
clear advice to developers.
Construction traffic management plan - This has frequently been requested by the highway
engineer when there are concerns about the impacts of construction traffic and how it will
be managed. This is an aspect of development that is often of interest to local residents as
well. We currently secure the information after permission has been granted by means of
a “pre-commencement” condition. However, it would reduce work for developers and the
planning and highway authorities if in relevant cases it is provided at the planning
application stage. Furthermore, a well thought out construction traffic management plan
which shows consideration to the local community may result in fewer objections and a
swifter passage through the planning process.

2.4

We are considering with technical consultees changes in the following areas:
Item 12: Transport assessment or statement
Lack of relevant transport information is a common reason for delay in determining
planning applications. In order to appropriately assess the acceptability or otherwise of
many applications that come to the County Council the transport officers require
additional information. The information that is most often lacking relates to existing levels
and type of vehicles generated by a site and levels and types of vehicles that would be
generated by the proposed development.
The 2013 guidance notes attempted to set thresholds above which a transport assessment
or statement is needed. Some transport statements are rather formulaic and contain a lot
of generic information that has little relevance to the proposal whilst at the same time
omitting that which is necessary. We are working with transport and highway colleagues
to improve the information in the guidance note.

2.5

Comments are invited on the proposals set out above. We also invite you to suggest any
other changes to the LVL and supporting documents that you would like us to consider.
Comments should be submitted by 27 May 2015 to: County Planning, Minerals & Waste,
Box No SH1315, Shire Hall, Cambridge, CB3 0AP or by e-mail to
planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

2.6

It is proposed to report the results of the consultation exercise and a revised LVL to the
Planning Committee for endorsement on 18 June 2015. The revised LVL will be published
on the County Council’s website before 30 June 2015.

County Planning, Minerals & Waste
Growth & Economy
Strategy & Development
Economy, Transport & Environment
Cambridgeshire County Council
14 April 2015

